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MONTHLY NOTES. 

As it is hoped that this, our first number for the New Year, will be in the | 
hands of our readers a few days before the commencement of the Week of . 
Universal Prayer, from the 6th to 18th, it may not be amiss to call attention 
to some of the circumstances of the Church and of the world at the present 8 
time, which seem to call for special notice in connexion with the general 
Programme of subjects, which has been widely cireulated, as affording u guide : 
Ml united prayer. We would, perhaps, do well to add to the subjects: for 
thankagiving suggested for Monday, one or two which ocour in the Invitation 3 
issued by the President of the United States, from whieh we 

in Monthly Notes for December. One is “ for immunity from disease and 
pestilence.” After the serious outbreak of cholera some time ago at Hamburg, : 
it seemed unlikely that we should escape as we have, through God's mercy. 
. Another is “for the harvests that have rewarded our 
where this cause for thanksgiving should not be forgotten. | 

The prayer for the Church Universal, which forms the subject for Tuesday, 4 
calls to remembrance the many schemes which are afloat for promoting unity 
amongst Christians; most of which are doomed to failure from their not being 
cast in the lines of God's principle of unity, which is the union of believers in 
Christ, and under His Headship only. This union being founded on a fact, i 
sll practical realisation of it must start from the recognition of this fact i 
Therefore, instead of praying that such 2 unity may be formed, the prayer 7 
suggested is ‘that the unity of believers in~Ghrist may be more fully 

hended,” or, as Beripture puts it, that we may be found “endeavouring te 1 
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